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A brief history of laser development

Lien-Bee Chang'
Department of Physics,
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Abstract

It has almost been six decades since T. H. Maiman invented the world's first ruby
laser. Lasers nowadays are everywhere, whether in scientific research, industrial
applications, public entertainment or medical treatments. Above all, the invention of
laser diodes made fiber-optic communications to become real, accelerated the rise of
the Internet, and substantially affected people's daily lives. Moreover, most recently it
has not been possible to detect gravitational waves directly without lasers.

This article briefly reviews the history of laser development and several unknown

anecdotes.
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